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In Singapore, Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and other parts of East and Southeast Asia, as well as China,

people are asking, "What does Confucianism have to offer today?" For some, Confucius is still the

symbol of a reactionary and repressive past; for others, he is the humanist admired by generations

of scholars and thinkers, East and West, for his ethical system and discipline. In the face of such

complications, only a scholar of Theodore de Bary's stature could venture broad answers to the

question of the significance of Confucianism in today's world.
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This is a 100-page monograph expanded from a talk about the resurrection of Confucianism which

is freely available online. De Bary takes a sympathetic but unsparing look at Confucian government

and its downsides. Of course, he is not the first to do so; Confucius himself was the first to criticize

the shortcomings of other scholars. Anyway, it's an interesting attempt to navigate Confucian

waters.
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